Evidence for Prosecution.
Sir William H. Willcox
ments—about three o'clock in the afternoon.    Does that indicate
anything in your mind?—Yes.
What?—The occurrence of the vomiting is consistent with
some irritant poison having been administered.
If an irritant poison had been taken, would you expect to
find her symptoms more acute at three o'clock than they were
earlier in the day?—It depends, of course, on the time at which
the poison was taken. If some had been taken between those times
I should. After admission to the asylum a test of her urine was
taken, and albumen was found, and I also understand that she did
not pass urine for twenty-four hours. That indicates that she was
very seriously ill. If there was suppression of urine the condition
would be more serious than from bare retention. Suppression of
the urine would indicate some toxic action on the kidneys, some
poisonous action on the kidneys, and, of course, it might be due
to other causes as well. The albumen is also evidence of some toxic
poisoning of the kidney.
Following out the symptoms, we know that the albuminuria
cleared away by the 28th August, and that peripheral neuritis had
developed in the course of about a fortnight after her admission.
Do you attach importance to those two features?—Yes, I attach
great importance to that.
What do they indicate to you?—They indicate to me that the
cause of the whole illness was arsenical poisoning.
Will you tell my lord and the jury why you say that?—This
peripheral neuritis may occur from chemical poisons of which the
common one is alcohol, and which we may exclude here; it may
occur from bacterial poisons, such as diphtheria, of which there
is no evidence here; it may occur from auto-intoxication of a
severe type.
By Mr. justice darling—Intoxication is such a common word
it may be misunderstood. Tell us exactly what you mean?—If
the body is not doing its work properly, for example, if the kidneys
are not working properly, or the liver, or the pancreas (that Is
the sweetbread), then poisons accumulate in the system and cause
illness, and that illness is called auto-intoxication. The commonest
form of auto-intoxication is diabetes. That frequently causes
neuritis. There is no evidence of any diabetes here. There was
no sugar in the urine. You might get auto-intoxication from
chronic Bright's disease, but there is no evidence that there was
chronic Bright's disease here.
Examination continued—I attach importance to the clearing
up of the albuminuria, and the commencement of peripheral
neuritis. The other causes of peripheral neuritis, such as cancer
or tubercule, can be excluded Here, or beri-beri, which is a tropical
disease. I attach importance to the clearing up of the albumi-
nuria in the urine and the clearing up of the peripheral neuritis,
and the redevelopment of that lalSer on when the patient got home
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